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At Alliance Work Partners, the well-being of  your employees and families, and the 
health of  your organization, is our primary concern. As your Employee Assistance  
Program, our mission is to provide you with support, resources, consultation, education, 
on-site counseling and debriefings. 

  
We are available to you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: 

1-800-343-3822 
TDD 800-448-1823 

  
We encourage you to circulate this newsletter to your management teams and employees as well 

as remind them to take advantage of  the many resources available via your HelpNet Benefit / 
EAP Website. 

  
Contact your Account Manager at AM@alliancewp.com for PDFs and/or additional topics | content | information. 

 

Wildfire Preparedness & Response 
 
National trends show that wildfire risk and the size of many wildfires are growing. Due 
to increasing wildland fire activity over the past decade, NFPA experts and 
community leaders continue to educate residents and communities about what 
they can do to prepare before a wildfire strikes their area.  
  

Wildfires DO NOT have to burn everything in their paths. 
  

There are three major phases of wildfire safety 
  

Preparation  |  Situational Awareness  |  Survival 
  
  

BEFORE A WILDFIRE 
  
Prepare 
  
How to Prepare for a Wildfire: 
https://www.awpnow.com/main/wp-content/uploads/how_to_prepare_wildfire_fema.pdf 
  
1.  Know your wildfire risk. 

Fire Danger is a description of the combination of both constant and variable factors that 
affect the initiation, spread, and difficulty to control a wildfire on an area. There are many 
system and schemes that attempt to provide accurate and reliable predictions of fire danger, 
that analyze the fuel, topography, and weather, and integrate their effects into a set of numbers 
that fire managers can use to meet his or her needs.   
 
Read more:  
https://www.nps.gov/fire/wildland-fire/learning-center/fire-in-depth/understanding-fire-danger.cfm 
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2.  Make a wildfire emergency plan. 
Your family may not be together if a disaster strikes, so it is important to think about the following situations 
and plan just in case.   Visit https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan for additional information and templates. 
  
Here are a few easy steps to start your emergency communication plan: 
•  Understand how to receive emergency alerts and warnings. 
•  Discuss family/household plans for disasters that may affect your area and plan where to go. 
•  Collect information.  
•  Identify information and pick an emergency meeting place.  
•  Share information.  
•  Practice your plan.  

3.  Build or restock your emergency preparedness kit, including a flashlight, batteries, cash, and first aid 
supplies. 

  
4.  Familiarize yourself with local emergency plans. Know where to go and how to get there should you need to 

get to higher ground, the highest level of a building or to evacuate. 
  
5.  Stay tuned to your alerts – phone, TV, or radio - for weather updates, emergency instructions or evacuation 

orders. 
 

Fire Weather Watch 
 
Fire weather watch = dangerous fire weather conditions are possible over the next 12 to 72 hours 
  
Steps to Take 
•  Turn on your TV/radio. You’ll get the latest weather updates and emergency instructions. 
•  Know where to go. If you are ordered to evacuate, know the route to take and have plan of where you will go. 

Check-in with your friends and family. 
•  Keep your car fueled, in good condition, and stocked with emergency supplies and a change of clothes. 
 
Wildfire Prevention Tips 
  
•  Obey outdoor burning bans. Don’t burn trash or debris when conditions are dry or windy. Unsafe burning of 

leaves, brush, household trash and other debris is an main cause of wildfires. 
•  If camping or hunting, check local restrictions on campfires. Use an approved gas stove as an alternative for 

heating and cooking. If charcoal grills are permitted, use them only over fire proof surfaces such as asphalt or 
bare mineral soil. 

•  Dispose of smoking materials properly. Extinguish them in an ashtray. Don’t throw them out your window. 
•  Avoid parking and idling in dry grass. Catalytic converters can get hot enough to ignite the grass. 
•  Keep water available when using welding equipment or cutting torches around grass and brush. A five-gallon 

bucket of water with a tote sack in it could prove valuable if sparks or hot pieces of metal catch nearby grass 
on fire. 

•  Avoid setting hot chainsaws or other gas-powered equipment in dry grass, which could ignite after coming 
into contact with hot mufflers. 
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How Everyone Can Prepare for Wildfire: 
  
•  Clear leaves and other debris from gutters, eaves, porches and decks. This prevents embers from igniting 

your home. 
•  Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained. Dry grass and shrubs are fuel for wildfire. If it is brown cut it down to 

reduce fire intensity. 
•  Remove fuel within 3-5 feet of your home’s foundation and out buildings including garages and sheds. If it can 

catch fire, don’t let it touch your house, deck or porch. 
•  Remove dead vegetation surrounding your home, within the 30-100 foot area. 
•  Wildfire can spread to tree tops. If you have large trees on your property, prune so the lowest branches are 6 

to 10 feet high. 
•  Don’t let debris and lawn cuttings linger. Dispose of these items quickly to reduce fuel for fire. 
•  When planting, choose slow-growing, carefully placed shrubs and trees so the area can be more easily 

maintained. 
•  Landscape with native and less-flammable plants. Your state forestry agency or county extension office can 

provide plant information. 
  
 

DURING A WILDFIRE 
  
Key steps outlined in IAFC’s Ready, Set, Go! wildfire readiness program, in partnership with 
NFPA’s Firewise Communities Program include: 
  
Ready: Take personal responsibility and prepare long before the threat of a wildfire so your 
home is ready in case of a fire. Create defensible space by clearing brush away from your home. 
Use fire-resistant landscaping and harden your home with fire-safe construction measures. 
Assemble emergency supplies and belongings in a safe spot. Make sure all residents residing 
within the home are on the same page, and know planned escape routes. 
  
Set: Get your family and home prepared at the onset of fire in your area. Gather family pets and 
have them prepared to evacuate. Pack your vehicle with your emergency items including 
medication and personal identification. Stay aware of the latest news from local media and your 
local fire department for updated information on the fire. Be prepared to evacuate your home if 
called to do so. 
  
Go: Do not linger once evacuation orders have been given. Leave early and stay away until your 
area has been cleared for return by local officials. Promptly leaving your home and 
neighborhood clears roads for firefighters to get equipment in place to best suppress or fight 
the wildfire and ensures you and your family’s safety. 
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AFTER A WILDFIRE 
  
Returning Home 
•  Return home only when authorities say it is safe. 
•  For several hours after the fire, maintain a "fire watch." Check and re-check for smoke, sparks or hidden 

embers throughout the house, including the roof and the attic. 
•  Use caution when entering burned areas as hazards may still exist, including hot spots, which can flare up 

without warning. Evacuate immediately if you smell smoke. 
  
Cleaning Your Home 
•  Wear a NIOSH certified-respirator (dust mask) and wet debris down to minimize breathing dust particles. 
•  Discard any food that has been exposed to heat, smoke or soot. 
•  Do NOT use water that you think may be contaminated to wash dishes, brush teeth, prepare food, wash 

hands, or to make ice or baby formula. 
•  Photograph damage to your property for insurance purposes. 
 
  

RESOURCES 
American Red Cross | www.redcross.org | 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) | 1-800-257-7575 (Español) 
FEMA | www.fema.gov | 1 (800) 621-FEMA (3362) | TDD: 1 (800) 462-7585  
Ready.Gov  www.ready.gov/wildfires  
Ready Kids:  Wildfires  www.ready.gov/kids/know-the-facts/wildfires 
Firewise Communities Program  www.firewise.org 
US Fire Administration  www.usfa.fema.gov 
Smokey the Bear  www.smokeybear.com/  
US Forest Service  www.fs.fed.us/ 
National Weather Service: Wildland Fire Safety  http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/fire/ 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)  www.nfpa.org 
National Ready, Set,  Go! Program www.wildlandfirersg.org/ 
  
 
Download the FEMA smartphone app and enter your location for NWS weather alerts:  

www.fema.gov/mobile-app 
  
Use the hashtags: 
#Wildfire 
#WildfireSafety 
#SummerSafety 
  
Follow and RT Twitter accounts that tweet about #WildfireSafety info:  
@Readygov  @FEMA  
@USFA  @Firewise  
@PrepareAthon  @Smokey_bear  
@NWS  @CDCemergency 
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